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EDITION NO. 3 FALL 1999 
Lava Ranch is as beautiful this year as it has 

always been. We have been up there this year and have seen 
a big bull moose and many deer. Last week I saw one herd 
of six. We enjoy the many animals in Lava Ranch. I hope 
we can keep them and stop the hunting in our area. 

Dogs have always been a problem in the Ranch. 
Some people refuse to keep them under control and when 
they run loose they not only make a mess but they scare 
away the animals. Please keep your dogs under your control 

The well decided to die on us during a very busy 
holiday weekend in July. Due to the prompt action of Frank 
May and Gale Allred , the pump was back in service within 
24 hours. Not only is it back in service, but it was upgraded 
with a larger more reliable motor which almost doubles the 
output of the well cutting down the time to fill your tanks by 
half Thanks Frank and Gale. 

We can no longer take waste debris down to the 
gravel pit. The cost of disposal is to high. You must find a 
way to dispose of your own tree and limb waste for the time 
being. 

We also need to remind everyone that the garbage 
disposal barrels are for garbage only and not for 
construction waste or tree limb waste for the time being. 
 

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

There have been several changes in the board since the last 
owners meeting which deserve comment. Don Babinchak 
and Larry Sayers have been replaced on the board by 
DeVon Morse and Robert Thurgood. Recognition and 
thanks to Don and Larry are in order for the dedication and 
many hours of fine work both of men expended on behalf of 
the association. Don served during the last three years as 
President of the Board during a period that strong and 
effective leadership was required to remedy a number of 
problems. Action was necessary to address funding deficits, 
and to insure that the association leadership had the tools to 
deter severe violations of building and sanitation codes 
which could erode the property values and beauty of Lava 
Ranch so important to us all. These actions although not one 
hundred percent supported by the membership had the fijU 
support of the board and the majority of the property 
owners. Larry served through a number of terms as 
Association Secretary. It is hard to communicate the 
amount of effort that is required to maintain the records, 
minutes and official communications of the Association. 
Larry performed these duties with great efficiency and 
dedication. We on the board are going to miss him greatly. 
We are pleased to welcome DeVon and Bob to the board. 
Both of these individuals bring a wealth of experience and 
enthusiasm with them that will be a great asset to the 
association. DeVon will be responsible for elections and 
communications with members and Bob wall assume 
responsibilities of Executive Secretary. One of the 
challenges facing the board and the property owners in the 
future is the significant growth in activity taking place at 
Lava Ranch. A number of cabins are being bulk each year 
and general use of the development is increasing. This 

places a strain on our infrastructure such as roads, garbage 
and water, and the need for care in such areas as security, 
traffic safety and fire management. The board will address 
these issues and try to look to the future to keep ahead of 
planning and growth. Two areas I would like to address 
which have caused controversy and negative feelings in the 
past year. First, the suit brought by certain members of the 
association who felt a desire to withdraw their property from 
the association. The courts agreed with the association that 
the suit did not comply with state laws governing such 
withdrawal and denied the plaintiffs action. We hope this 
issue is behind us and that we can get on with working 
together with the participation of all parties. The second 
issue is the proposed changes to the "Declaration of 
Building and Use Restrictions and Protective Covenants". 
The term established for the existing document expired after 
twenty years and required subsequent review and recording 
for each succeeding ten year period. The board in review of 
the existing document felt a need for clarifying it's authority 
with regard to enforcing the conditions of the Covenants, 
and subsequently sent recommended changes to the 
membership for approval. A two thirds approval of the 
membership was required for the changes to become 
effective. Sixty Seven percent of the membership voted to 
approve the changes, twenty % disagreed and Thirteen % 
did not vote. 
The board is now in the process of taking action to officially 
record the changes. Please note that there are no basic 
changes to the original requirements of the covenants, only 
to the provisions for enforcement. This document is 
designed to protect our property from deterioration in 
appearance, property values and health and sanitation 
concerns. It should also help resolving potential legal 
problems we are having with Bannock County for 
noncompliance with County requirements. In summary, I 
believe the association is in a good position financially and 
is positioned to address the problems associated with 
expected growth. We thank you for your support and 
confidence you have placed with us in managing the affairs 
of the association and look forward to working with you on 
any issue of concern you may have. We have included a list 
of board members and their areas of responsibilities. Please 
feel fi-ee to contact them regarding concerns and 
recommendations. 
LRPOA Board of Directors John Barton, President 
I asked Donna Macbeth to give us some of her memories of 
Lava Ranch when she and her husband first came up here. 
Her husband Bill passed away on Sept. 15, 1977 and she 
just donated a flag pole and had it installed at the bowery. 
Many thanks to you and your family. 
 
REMEMBRANCES 
I was asked to write a few things about my thoughts on Lava 
Ranch but find it hard to imagine there are many who are 
interested in our experiences and history of the past twenty 
years. 
We were first made aware of the development when Larry 
Sayer brought some pictures to Bill and told him about it the 
summer of 1979. Went up for the weekend in Sept. to look it 
over, we liked it so much we bought at that time. We then 
did the clearing and had the road cut into the lot the 
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following summer. Then in 81 we had the foundation 
poured and the septic tank system put in. The cabin 
materials were delivered in June of 83. Because of our 
location and the narrow logging type roads the semi's 
wouldn't bring materials to our lot. They dropped them 
across fi-om what was then the sales cabin. We spent that 
summer hauling everything up in pickup trucks and small 
trailers. We did manage to get the main floor on also that 
summer. We piled logs & beams on top of that and covered 
it for the winter. 
This was a family project and we only had weekends and 
vacations to work on it. We also had help fi-om good friends 
when they could. It took us until 89 to complete everything 
and move in. It provided us with many experiences and 
challenges. I have a hard time sympathizing with people 
who complain about the roads now, as they are so superior 
compared to what they were then, especially 79 through 85. 
After all they are mountain roads. It only takes one gully 
washing storm to undo the work done on them. I also 
remember past annual meetings when the board members 
grilled steaks for all in attendance. The salads and punch 
were catered by the Chuck Wagon fi-om Lava. Although the 
group was smaller than now, it was still a lot of work for 
them, but it was enjoyed by all. Our four children held a 
surprise 40* anniversary celebration for Bill and I in Sept. 
of 91, to which many of our friends from Lava Ranch along 
with friends from Salt Lake City, Brigham City & Corinne 
attended. Unfortunately we had one of our famous rain 
storms shortly after we all gathered. The party was cut short 
much too soon. The tables were there, but the cover had not 
been built yet, so everyone was getting drenched. The 
thoughtfulness of so many friends will never be forgotten. 
Bill was on the board at different times for a total of nine 
years. That gave us the opportunity to get to know quite a 
few more owners and also get more acquainted with the area 
as a whole. Because he had as much interest in and cared 
about the Ranch as much as he did, we wanted to give the 
Ranch something in his memory. The board gave us some 
suggestions and we chose the flag pole and flag which we 
hope is a positive addition. I also want to add my heartfelt 
thanks to Gale Allred for transporting the flag pole up to 
Lava and doing the installation. It really meant a lot to me 
and the family AS a family we really enjoy Lava Ranch and 
can only hope that people involved will continue to care and 
help make it one of the best recreational areas there is. It is 
truly a peaceful, quite retreat with all the trees and wildlife. 
 
Respectfully 
Donna Macbeth 
 
 
 
 
 
From your Treasurer 
Keeping track of current property owners and key 
possession is a very time consuming job. I would appreciate 
your help in helping me maintain accurate records for 
billing and communication purposes. The two forms below 
contain the information needed for this purpose. If they 
apply in your circumstances would you take the time to fill 
them out and mail them to:   

Treasurer, LRPOA 
P.O. BOX 392 

Pocatello, Idaho 83204 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
I was aware of several lots for sale last winter and early 
spring. I do not know which ones were sold and as we did 
not have a publication in the spring they were not listed. I 
am not listing them now for the above reason. If you want to 
list lots or other things here please let me know as we are 
trying to have a publication twice each year Spring and Fall. 
 
Pioneer remedies: To prevent mosquitoes, gnats and flies 
from biting, rub exposed skin with Bear grease. It can also 
be used to waterproof boots and to soften rough hands. It is 
a good throat rub and is excellent for use as hair oil. 
 
Safety tips 
Beware of lightning if it is striking near. Get into a building 
or a car. Drop to the ground if your hair starts to stand on 
the end and your skin begins to tingle. Avoid the highest 
points such as tall trees. Especially do not be the highest 
objects in the area. Get in a low spot, such as a ditch. Give 
artificial respiration if a person is unconscious after being 
struck by lightning. You are then in no danger of being 
shocked. 
 
We still need human interest articles about our area. 
Building cabins, clearing lot's and about animals you have 
seen or had experiences with. 
 
Editor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LAVA RANCH BOARD OF DIRECTORS -1999 The 
current Board and their expiration dates arc: 
To the property owner who painted the porcupine loop gate 
- thank you so much. Sorry we lost track of your name- but 
you did a great job. 
John Barton 
  
DELOY JOHNSON (2000) 
(Roads and Fences) 
 
BARRY KELLER (2000) 
(Assoc. Treas.) 
 
GARY KERSHAW (2000) 
(Asst. Exec. Mgr.) 
 
DAYLEHOLM (2001) 
Annual meeting. 
 
KAYE JENSEN (2001) (Covenants and Waivers) 
 
FRANK MAY (2001) 
(Executive Manager) 
 
 
JOHN BARTON (2002) 
(President) 
 
 
DeVON MORSE (2002) (Elections/News Letter) 
 
 
ROBERT. THURGOOD (2002) 
(Assoc. Secretary) 
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